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wanting, we mean by a perfect form of memory some-
thing which includes this reference.

Without entering just now upon a full analysis
of what this reference to a particular region of the
past means, I may observe that it takes place by help
of an habitual retracing of the past, or certain portions
of it, that is to say, a regressive movement of the
imagination along the lines of our actual experience.
Setting out from the present moment, I can move
regressively to the preceding state of consciousness, to
the penultimate, and so on. The fact that each distinct
mental state is continuous with the preceding and the
succeeding, and in a certain sense overlaps these, makes
any portion of our experience essentially a succession
of states of consciousness, involving some rudimentary
idea of time. And thus, whether I anticipate a future
event or recall a past one, my imagination, setting out
from the present moment, constructs a sequence of
experiences of which the one particularly dwelt on is
the other term or boundary. And our idea of the
position of this last in time, like that of an object in
space, is one of a relation to our present position,
and is determined by the length of the sequence of
experiences thus run over by the imagination.1 It
may be added that since the imagination can much
more easily follow the actual order of experience than
conceive it as reversed, the retrospective act of
memory naturally tends to complete itself by a return
movement forwards from the remembered event to the
present moment.

1 What constitutes the difference between sucli a progressive and a
retrogressive movement is a point that will be considered by-and-by.